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(54) PRODUCTION OF OPTICAL ELEMENT WITH REFRACTIVE INDEX DISTRIBUTION 
TYPE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the title optical element increased in the difference in the refractive 
index between its central part and outer peripheral part. 

CONSTITUTION: A process where metallic salts are dissolved and fixed, out of a wet gel 
obtained from a sol containing (A) a silicone alkoxide and (B) metallic salts capable of raising 
refractive index, is repeated several times. For the first concentration distribution-providing 
process, an appropriate period o time during which the solution to be immersed reaches the 
center of the gel, the metallic salts are dissolved, and the resulting components dissolved are 
diffused out of the gel is set as distribution-providing time. For the remaining processes, it is 
intended that the metallic salt concentrations at the center of the get be maintained, and the 
period of time during which the solution to be immersed does not reach the center of the get is 
calculated from its diffusion rate, and then immersing operation is made. 
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